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TechnologyTechnology
penetrates almost penetrates almost 

all life all life 
situationssituations

We depend more We depend more 
on technology on technology ––
sometimes it’s sometimes it’s 

about life and deathabout life and death

Universal Universal 
access: access: 

disability, disability, 
technology and technology and 

societysociety

Technology is Technology is 
getting more getting more 

complex and offer complex and offer 
more functionalitiesmore functionalities

“They” often forget “They” often forget 
that we have diverse that we have diverse 

abilities, skills, abilities, skills, 
requirements and requirements and 

preferencespreferences

Everybody is Everybody is 
expected to be expected to be 

experts (outexperts (out--ofof--thethe--
box solution) box solution) 
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2005 American Community Survey
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5-15 16-64 65+

employment 

go-outside-home 

self-care 

mental 

physical 

sensory 

Ages 5-15 16-64 65+

sensory 1.2% 2.8% 16.4%

physical 1.2% 7.2% 30.8%

mental 5.2% 4.5% 11.5%

self-care 0.9% 2.0% 9.7%
go-outside-
home 0.0% 3.0% 16.6%

employment 0.0% 6.8% 0.0%
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B cones see these colors
G cones see these colors

R cones see these colors
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1!��
� Lenses and screen magnifiers for 

reading
� White cane for mobility

� Sometimes used also by low vision 
individuals

� Allows one to detect obstacles, 
identify materials (sound, texture)

� Aural cues for mobility � e.g.: 
listening to traffic sounds to infer 
when to cross an intersection
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