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» Varsity survey reveals that 49% per cent of Cambridge students have committed some form of plagiaristic act whilst at the University
» Students criticise unrealistic plagiarism guidelines; others blame rigour of Cambridge degrees

Michael Stothard
Caiel News Editon

Half of Cambridge students have com-
mitted plagiarism as defined by the uni-
versity, according to a Varsity survey,
49 per cent of students admitted that
they have plagiarised work, although
this differed radically between subjects
and colleges. Ironically, students of the
Law faculty plagiarised the most out of
any subject, with 62 per cent of them
breaking the university rules. The sec-

ond highest was the Archaeology and
Anthropology department with 59 per
cent.

“It is a depressing set of statistics,”
said Robert Foley, a Professor in Bio-
logical Anthropology at King’s College.

The college at the bottom of the
Tompkins Table, St Edmund’s, had the
highest proportion of plagiarising stu-
dents, with 67 per cent admitting to
breaking the university rules. Selwyn,
at the top of the Tompkins table, had
the fewest number of plagiarising stu-
dents.

“It stands to reason that those stu-
dents who are performing less well will
resort to more underhand means to get
by said a member of the University
Council, the principal executive and
policy making body of the university.

It is perhaps not surprising that 80
per cent of students said that the uni-
versity is doing enough to punish pla-
giarism. “You can see why students, a
great number of whom are frequentt
breaking the rules to their own benefi
would be keen to uphold the imp
sion that the system is working,” sa

a member of the General Board, the
body responsible education policy at
the University.

“Sometimes when [ am really fed up,’
said Land Economy student at Pembroke,
“I Google the essay title, copy and throw
everything on to a blank word document
and jiggle the orderabit. They usually end
up bemg the best essays” 100 per cent of

#rtem, but the results should be taken
lightly because less than five per cent of
Ihe student population replied to the sury
Continued on p, .

9%

Percentage of survey respondents who
admitted to some form of plagiarism

2%

Percentage of respondents studying
Law who admitted to plagiarism

Cambridge application levels hit record high of 15,000

Vicky Woolley

News Reporter

The University has announced that
the number of applicants for under-
graduate courses has reached a record
high this year. For the past four years,

around 13,500 students have applied to
study at Cambridge, whereas this year
the figure is set to be closer to 15,000.
This equates to an increase of around
12 per cent, compared with an average
rise of only 6.5 per cent across all UK
universities.

Some subjects have fared better than
others. Computer Science has seen a
53 per cent rise in applications, with
the next biggest rise being in Philoso-
phy which is up by 43 per cent. Theol-
ogy and ASNaC saw applications drop
by 18.5 and 10 per cent respectively.

This rise in applicant numbers
comes at the end of a year in which
many changes have been made to the
admissions process. The requirement
for a foreign langu; fge GCSE has been
removed because of fears it disadvan-
taged applicants from state schools,

where foreign language teaching has
declined rapidly in recent years. The
Cambridge Application Form was also
abolished: the form, which students
had to fill in alongside their UCAS ap-
plication, was felt to be off-putting for

some students.  coined on page 3
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